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WRITERS GUILD OF AMERICA, EAST LAMBASTS NEWS CORP FOR
DROPPING WWOR’S LAST NIGHTLY NEWS PROGRAM

New York-- The Writers Guild of America, East learned last week that WWOR was
abandoning New Jersey news coverage by canceling its last remaining local news

show.

As a result seven Writers Guild, East news writers - all of them long time employees -
were given their walking papers. This was done in typically cold corporate form:
members were called into a meeting on July 3rd and told they were out of a job and that
they should collect their things and leave. The boxes they packed were searched before
they left. Because their Guild contract requires two weeks’ notice before a layoff, those
members will continue to receive their salaries until the middle of the month as well as
one week of severance pay for each year they worked, cushioning the blow but not the

injustice.

WWOR owner News Corp. (whose television division is now known as “21° Century
Fox”) has long underplayed the legal requirement that it provide local news coverage to
the people of New Jersey - a legal condition of its holding the license to operate in the

state.



The Guild joins Senator Robert Menendez’s call that the FCC conclude its review of 21°
Century Fox’s application to renew its license for WWOR, as well as the ongoing

investigation into whether WWOR made misrepresentations related to that application.

“We agree that WWOR is not serving the interests of the people of New Jersey as
required by FCC rules,” said WGAE Executive Director Lowell Peterson. “The people of
New Jersey deserve a television station that will honor its responsibility to provide
thoughtful, professional coverage of the issues facing the state. WWOR should add

news programming, not chase it off the airwaves.”

Writers Guild of America, East

The Writers Guild of America, East, AFL-CIO (WGAE) is a labor union representing
writers in motion pictures, television, cable, digital media, and broadcast news. The
Guild negotiates and administers contracts that protect the creative and economic rights
of their members; conducts programs, seminars, and events on issues of interest to
writers; and presents writers’ views to various bodies of government. For more
information on the Writers Guild of America, East, visit www.wgaeast.org.




