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Protect Media Industry Jobs in the Next COVID-19 Relief Bill

At a time when our nation, and our world, face an unprecedented public health crisis, it
is more imperative than ever that the public have access to relevant, reliable news and
information.

Journalism and journalists are essential to the functioning of our democracy, and to the
safety of our population—people need to know what is happening in their local
communities, in national policy, in science and medicine, in the whole range of human
affairs.

At the same time, the economic downturn associated with the health crisis has made it
more difficult than ever for news media organizations—television and radio stations and
networks, digital news and information companies, newspapers and magazines—to
survive economically.

Therefore, we call upon our federal government to provide immediate, substantial
financial support for news media organizations in the form of grants and affordable
loans.

This financial support must include the requirement that the money be spent on news
gathering and news distribution—in particular, on the payroll costs for people who are
involved in news gathering and news distribution. The financial support must also
include the other employee protections found in similar programs that were created in
the CARES Act.
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